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INTOSAI

Working Group on
Environmental Auditing

Innovative environmental auditing since 1992



Currently 82 Member SAls

B Steering Committee Members (including European Court of Auditors) [l WGEA Members




Six Regional Working Groups

AFROSAI (Nigeria)
ARABOSAI (Kuwait)
ASOSAI (China)
EUROSAI (Poland)
COMTEMA (Brazil)
PASAI (New Zealand)



VISION

For a common sustainable future
— innovative environmental auditing



KEY GOALS:

Increase the expertise in environmental
auditing globally

Enhance environmental governance with
high-quality contribution and visibility



Between 1998 and 2019, INTOSAI WGEA has published over 50
guidance documents, research papers and training materials
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INTOSAI WGEA

Publications 1998-2019

@ Guidance
® Training
Research papers
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Climate Change and
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Environment

2019
Environmental
Health and Air
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2013
Forests

2013 Impact of
Tourism on Wildlife
Conservation

2013 SAls
Experiences and
the Methodological
Tools in Auditing
Water Issues

2019
Wastewater

2016 Energy
Savings

2010 Climate
Change +
e-course

Sustainal
Transport

19 Auditing
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2013 Environmental Issues.
Associated in Envi |
Natural Resource

Infrastructure
Development

2013 Land Use and
Land Management

Practices
Climate
019 Environmenta
Auditing and Sustainable
2013 Development Goals
i"‘;’. Natural 2012 Special Report Sustainability
) Resources on Sustainable Reporting

Biodiversity

Biodiversity

Sustainable
Development

Water

Development
Rio +20 conference

2019 Greening
Cities

2019
Environmental

04 Toward

aste

Auditing

Waste
2016 Market
2016 Environmental
Impact Assessment Instruments.
2013
Environmental
2010 =
Enviromental D‘“a z;m,u'm
1998 Natural Accounting and Options
Resource
Accounting

Environmental data

SAls’ Internal
Work

2007 Cooperation
Between SAls: Tips and
2007 Evolution Examples
and Trends in %
Environmental
Auditing

Accords (ISSAI 5140)

2016 How To Increase the
Quality and Impact of
Environmental Audits

2016 Greening
SAls
2019 Greening
he SAls
2019 Visibility of
Environmental Audits

2001 The Audit of
International
Environmental

)

1998 SAls Co-operation 2001 Guidance on Conducting

Professional
Pronouncements

g,

2004 Sustainable
Development: The Role of
Supreme Audit Institutions

(ISSAI 5130, new GUID 5202)

2016 GUID 5200 Activities
with an Environmental
Perspective

on the Audit of Audits of Activities with an
International Environmental Perspective
Environmental Accords (ISSAI5110)
2016 GUID 5203 2016 GUID 5201
Environmental Auditing
2004 Environmental " The Context of Financial

Cooperation on Audits
of International
Environmental Accords

Audit & Regularity
Auditing
(1SSA1'5120)

and Compliance Audits

ruption




WGEA Activities in 2020-2022



Thematic Work Packages

Plastic waste (SAl India)
International climate finance (SAI USA)

Sustainable transport (Indonesia, China & Thailand)
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Summig up the work in the context of the SDGs
(Canada)
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Seminar summaries and practice sharing materials

Policy coherence and
sustainability transition
— inspiration for
auditors and evaluators

Q

Experience Sharing Material on
Citizen Participatory/Audit (CPA))

in the Context of Environmental Auditing

public sector auditors
and Supreme Audit
Institutions

®
Circular Economy for @ N2V







New INTOSAI WGEA blog series

First blog on the environmental costs
of armed conflicts:
https://wgea.org/blogs/the-
environmental-costs-of-armed-
conflicts/




INTOSAI WGEA 30 years in a nutshell

INTRODUCING
THE INTOSAI WORKING GROUP
ON ENVIRONMENTAL AUDITING

Picture in picture e

/IRONMENT
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What Is the INTOSAI WGEA?

The Intemational Organization of Supreme Audit Institutions
(INTOSAI) cperates as an interational umbrells organisation
for national Supreme Audit Institutions, which are usually
called Audit Offices or Courts of Auditors. Supreme Audit
Institutions act as independent government external auditors.
They support accountability, wise public spending. and good
sovernance.

INTOSAI
Working Group on
Enwironmental Auditing

The INTOSA! Working Group on Environmental Auditing
(WGEA) supports Supreme Audit Institutions in their audit
activities in the emvironmental and climate policy fields. The
purpose of the INTOSAI WGEA is to support environmental
audting globally by providing guidance and training
developing audit methodology, and providing a platform for
experience sharing. The INTOSAI WGEA started as a smaf
group of 12 countries, but it has since grown to be the largest
INTOSAI working group with 81 member Supreme Audit
Institutions globally. The INTOSAI WGEA also has six (pgianal

G . B ; inthéiraudit activities in the
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sustainable future

Cooperation Between the INTOSAI WGEA and United Nations Environment Programme

R e i St v https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gqvvpUqgpeb90

dformarry 44 the United Natiane E; og: (UNEP) dk "

issues. In addition, S Audit Institutions have used Multil E | A as global

benchmarks and as a source of audit criteria.




Preparation of the longer-term strategy and
Work Plan 2023-2025



Input from the 10th global survey



Audits after the pandemic

On-site visits and physical observationsimportantin environmental auditing
Audits on large recovery funds

Incresing understadingon the importance of biodiversity to human health



Environmental issues related to climate, air and atmosphere
were considered most important

Three most important environmental

issues facinﬁ your count:z The most important environmental issue facing countries
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Climate, air and atmosphere

—
Water
|

Waste

Energy and transport |
e

Natural resources

Land use & other human activities |GGG

Biodiversity and nature conservation |GGG
Other topic/issuve: [N

@ Issue1(mostimportant)

@ Issue 2(2nd important)

Issue 3 (3rdimportant)

@ Biodiversity and nature conservation @ Land use and other human activities @ Water (O Noavailable data

. Climate, air and atmosphere . Natural resources . Other topic

() Energy and transports © Waste Blank answer Data collected in May 2021



Number

Top ten audit topics in 2021-2023 of SAls
Climate change adaptation 28
Protected areas and natural parks 24
Forestry and timber resources 23
Drinking water: quality and supply 23
Agriculture 21
Climate change mitigation 21
Municipal, solid and non-hazardous waste 19
Municipal hazardous waste 19

Environmental taxes, charges, fees, levies,
deposit-refund systems

Circular economy 19

19



SDG13 on climate to replace SDG6 on water as
most popular environmental SDG

CLEAN WATER
AND SANITATION

1

CLIMATE
ACTION

Which environment-related SDG
SAls have audited and plan to audit

SDG 13 - Climate Action

SDG 7 - Affordable and Clean Energy

SDG 6 - Clean Water and Sanitation

SDG15 - Life onlLand

SDG 11 - Sustainable Cities and Communities

SDG 12 - Responsible Consumption and Production

SDG 14 - Life Below Water

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60%

@ Plan to audit 2021-2023 @ Audited 2018-2020



Data issues are the biggest barries

in environmental auditing

Which of the following barriers did your SAI

eerrience in executing environmental audits during 2018-20207

0% 10 % 20 % 30 % 40 % 50 % 60 % 70 % 80 % 90 % 100 %

Insufficient data on the state of the environment
Insufficient monitoring and reporting systems

Difficulty in validating reported data

Insufficient formulation of government environmental...
Lack of human resources

Access to data

Other(s) (please specify):

Lack of skills or expertise and trainings within the SAI
Lack of established environmental norms and standards

Lack of technical resources (eg. insufficient equipment,...

Lack of environmental programmes
Not the priority topic, no interest by SAl management
Absence of SAl's mandate

©
<
@

® No

Insufficient data, insufficient
monitoring and reporting systems
and difficulty in validating reported
data considered bigger barriers than
lack of human resources



Input from stakeholder discussion round



Key messages from 18 stakeholder interviews

Major risks climate change and biodiverityloss

Need to pay attention to the nexus-areas and policy coherence, system thinking,
interconnected nature of problems

Efficiency losses concering subsidies for fossil fuels and other environmentally
harmful subsidies

Interconnected nature of the SDGs, risks arising outside the framework



Topics for the next Work Plan 2023-2025



Climate hub Green economy hub

Collaborative audits Environmental accounting
IDI initative on adaptation

SAl Brazil initiative "Climate Scanner”: _ ,
rapid reviews on climate governance Green fiscal policytools

Nexus area biodiversity and Sustainability reporting
climate, system thinking



Next events



INTOSAI

Working Group
on Environmental
Auditing

o

Raising Resilience

21st INTOSAI WGEA Assembly
4-6 July 2022




HLPF side event 15 July 2022

INTOSAI Secretariat, IDI and INTOSAI WGEA will organize a side event to discuss
SAls’ key messages

INTOSAI WGEA is reposible for the SDG14 (SAI USA), SDG15 (SAIl Brazil) and policy
coherence (Secretariat & SAl Canada)

Bulletin on WGEA and SAl action (based on the audit database) on SDG 14 and
SDG 15 will be published



Audit database: ongoing update

SAls can feed in their environmental audits directly into the database:

https://wgea.org/news-events/the-intosai-wgea-database-is-now-flexibly-
available-for-audit-updates/




Contact:

@ WWW.WEea.org

Q @WGEASecre

intosaiwgea@vtv.fi







